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How to Use This Guide
This guide is meant to be used as a companion to the GSM Hermeneutics Course. In it you will 
find the following: 

• Step by step instructions for studying a Bible passage
• Copies of the markups from the examples in the course videos
• Additional scripture observation examples
• Practice sheets
• A list of additional resources 

We encourage you to regularly refer back to this guide as you progress through the course videos 
and to use the practice sheets provided to develop the skills you are learning. 

May God give you grace to understand the scriptures! 



How to Study a Bible Passage: 
Step by Step
Use the following process to develop your Bible study skills. As you gain experience, feel free to 
re-arrange, modify, or add-to these steps. In the meantime we recommend that you use this pro-
cess to study several passages.

Prepare
• Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to guide you 
• Read the passage aloud 3-5 times

Observe - What does the passage say? 
• Answer the following questions and mark them in your passage: 

• Who is in the passage? 
• What is happening in the passage? 
• Where is it happening? Do they change locations?
• When is it happening? How much time passes?
• What does this passage say about God? 
• What does it say about people? 

• List or mark the following: 
• Repeated words
• Comparison/contrast
• Verbs
• Pronouns 
• Emotional terms 
• Figures of speech
• Conjunctions
• Old Testament references (if in NT)

• Going further:
• Check literary context

• What is happening in the surrounding passages? 
• What is happening in the book? 

• Discover historical/cultural context
• Check Bible dictionaries, background commentaries or other sources for information 

on the world the book was written & received in
• Locate geography

• Use maps to determine the locations of the places mentioned 



Interpret - What does the passage mean? 
• List the timeless truths
• Identify the central truth 
• Answer: How does this passage point to Christ? (don’t over-spiritualize)

Apply - How should I respond? 
• Answer the following: 

• Are there any truths to believe? 
• Are there any examples to follow? Any bad examples to avoid? 
• Are there any commands to obey? 



Example Passages 
From Course Videos













Additional Examples 
From Grasping God’s 

Word









Practice Sheets



Psalm 1:1-6
‘Blessed is the man 

who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 

nor stands in the way of sinners, 

nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 

but his delight is in the law of the Lord, 

and on his law he meditates day and night. 

He is like a tree 

planted by streams of water 

that yields its fruit in its season, 

and its leaf does not wither. 

In all that he does, he prospers. 

The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 

nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 

for the Lord knows the way of the righteous, 

but the way of the wicked will perish.’



1 John 1:5-10

‘ This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, 

and in him is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk 

in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is 

in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 

cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 

is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make him

 a liar, and his word is not in us.’



Zephaniah 3:14-20
‘Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; 

shout, O Israel! 

Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 

O daughter of Jerusalem! 

The Lord has taken away the 

judgments against you; 

he has cleared away your enemies. 

The King of Israel, the Lord , is in your midst; 

you shall never again fear evil. 

On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 

“Fear not, O Zion; 

let not your hands grow weak. 

The Lord your God is in your midst, 

a mighty one who will save; 

he will rejoice over you with gladness;

he will quiet you by his love; 

he will exult over you with loud singing. 

I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival, 



so that you will no longer suffer reproach. 

Behold, at that time I will deal 

with all your oppressors. 

And I will save the lame 

and gather the outcast,

and I will change their shame into praise 

and renown in all the earth. 

At that time I will bring you in, 

at the time when I gather you together; 

for I will make you renowned and praised 

among all the peoples of the earth, 

when I restore your fortunes 

before your eyes,” says the Lord .’



Deuteronomy 6:4-9

‘“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. And these words 

that I command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to 

your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk 

by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. You shall bind them as a sign 

on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them 

on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. ‘



John 2:13-22

‘ The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the 

temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the mon-

ey-changers sitting there. And making a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the 

temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the money-chang-

ers and overturned their tables. And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take 

these things away; do not make my Father’s house a house of trade.” His disciples 

remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” So the Jews 

said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” Jesus answered 

them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews then said, 

“It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three 

days?” But he was speaking about the temple of his body. When therefore he was 

raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they be-

lieved the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. ‘



Matthew 8:23-27

And when he got into the boat, his disciples followed him. And behold, there arose 

a great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being swamped by the waves; but he 

was asleep. And they went and woke him, saying, “Save us, Lord; we are perishing.” 

And he said to them, “Why are you afraid, O you of little faith?” Then he rose and 

rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm. And the men marveled, 

saying, “What sort of man is this, that even winds and sea obey him?”



Recommended
 Resources



Books 
• Duvall, J. Scott & Hays, J. Daniel. Grasping God’s Word
• Fee, Gordon. How to Read the Bible for All It’s Worth
• Arthur, Kay. How to Study Your Bible 
• McCaulley, Esau. Reading While Black 
• McKnight, Scot. The Blue Parakeet
• Challies, Tim. A Visual Theology Guide to The Bible 

Videos
• Conner, Yanna (Jude 3 Project). #bibletips w/Yanna Conner (youtube) 
• Platt, David. Secret Church 17: Scripture and Authority in an Age of Skepticism 
• Stanley, Andy. The Bible for Grown Ups
• Hendricks, Howard. Living by the Book teaching series (youtube)
• The Bible Project. How to Read the Bible Series

Podcasts
• The Jude 3 Project, Selected Episodes

• Dr. Luke Bobo. Interpreting Scripture 101
• Dr. Dennis Edwards. Understanding the Bible
• Dr. Jo Vitale & Dr. Esau McCauley. Problematic Passages in the Bible 

• Help Me Teach The Bible


