
Think for a moment. What events tend to produce the greatest amounts of stress on our lives? They usually involve
some feeling of being over loaded with responsibilities at home, in the neighborhood, at work, at school, at church or all
of the above. Paying bills. Running late. Facing an unexpected car repair …. Each of these anxiety producers has to with
either time or money. The clock and the dollar play such a tremendous role in our lives that we must consider them in
any serious pursuit of godliness.

Remember: ________________ without ________________ is drudgery.

DISCIPLINED USE OF TIME
Godliness Is not the result of how hard we try, but how wisely we train … it is the result of a disciplined spiritual life. But
at the heart of a disciplined spiritual life is the Discipline of ________________. At the hear of all other disciplines is
time, it takes time to do everything – fast.. pray … journal… etc.
If we are going to be like Jesus we must see the use of our time as a Spiritual Discipline. Jesus had His moments so
perfectly ________________ that at the end His life He was able to pray to the Father, “I have brought you glory on
earth by completing the work You gave me to do.” (John 17:4) Just like Jesus, God gives us both the gift of time and
things to do during that time. The more we are like Jesus, the more serious and watchful we will be with our time. Let’s
look at some Biblical reasons to take this matter much more seriously.
1. Use time wisely because the days are ________________ (Ephesians 5:15-16)
What an interesting phrase that Paul uses here in Ephesians, “Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men,
but as wise, redeeming the time/making the most of your time, because the days are evil.” We hear a lot about the
wickedness of people, demons, actions… but days?
Think about it. The world system we live in is not conducive to using time wisely, especially for the purpose of godliness.
In fact our days are days of active evil. We shout quite loudly at how the devil comes to “steal,” yet I have rarely heard a
preacher recognize his devices of time-theft. They may range in form from high-tech, socially-acceptable preoccupations
to simple, idle talk or ungoverned thoughts. But the natural course of our minds, our bodies, our world, and our days
leads us toward evil, not toward godliness.
THOUGHTS must be disciplined, otherwise, ike water, they tend to flow downhill or stand stagnant. That’s why Col. 3
says to set these minds on things above. Our bodies are inclined to ease, pleasure, gluttony, and laziness. Without 
selfcontrol our bodies 
– which for many of you are stronger now than they ever be – will tend to be unproductive at best,
and many times evil.
2. … because of the elementary principle of eternal ________________.
We must prepare for eternity in time. We are simply in the dressing room for the rest of eternity. Jesus, please give us
some perspective! Try to imagine for a moment that each of us are in line to be executed for the faith. Imagine the
thoughts … the adrenaline … the fears … the wonder of a moment like that. “Have I been faithful? Did I finish everything
I was given to do? Did I follow-through on every project? Did I pray with passion?” Oh that we could keep one eye on
this lost world and the other on that Judgment seat of Christ… because we will most certainly stand there one day soon!
Therefore, aim to do everything in light of eternity.
Recall that all the “exceeding abundantly” great things that God will do ________________ us in “accordance to the
power at work ________________ us.” (Eph 3:20) In other words, if we want an anointing to lead people to the
conviction of judgment … then we must be living – with fear and trembling – under a massive conviction of the judgment
with which we will be judged. Is the “power” of the coming judgment moving and changing us? If so, then we can expect
that this “power” will also move sinners.
Do we realize that whether you experience massive joy or eternal agony depends on what happens in just a few months
of your life just like this one? What then, is more precious that time? 

_____________________-TIME



3. … because time is ________________!
The more scarce something is, the more valuable it is. Gold and diamonds would be worthless if you could pick them up
like sand. Time would not be so precious if we never died. But since we are never more than a breath away from
eternity, the way we use our time has eternal significance. The longest life is timy compared to eternity. What’s up with
theis comment about Jesus wiping away everybody’s tears? Answer: There will indeed be many people weeping in
heaven … and you know that all the missed prayer times, missed opportunities, wasted days will be easily remembered.
4. … because time lost cannot be ________________.
John 9:4, Romans 14:12
We absolutely will be judged for what we did – and did NOT – do yesterday … and the day before. Have you ever really
experienced godly sorrow for all the waste of time in your life? Nothing short of godly sorrow will lead us to true
repentance in this area.

EVALUATION:
An overwhelming majority of disciples are nothing less than fools in the area of time-stewardship. Despite great giftings
and callings, they are often fruitless because of lack of discipline. The discipline of stewardship is just that, a discipling –
a training of yourself to order your time wisely. Just like people study, plan, and budget their money, we would be wise
to do likewise with our time.

EISENHOWER BOX:
Dwight Eisenhower lived one of the most productive lives you can imagine. Eisenhower was the 34th President of the 
United States, serving two terms from 1953 to 1961. During his time in office, he launched programs that directly led to 
the development of the Interstate Highway System in the United States, the launch of the internet (DARPA), the 
exploration of space (NASA), and the peaceful use of alternative energy sources (Atomic Energy Act). Before becoming 
president, Eisenhower was a five-star general in the United States Army, served as the Supreme Commander of the
Allied Forces in Europe during World War II, and was responsible for planning and executing invasions of North Africa, 
France, and Germany. At other points along the way, he served as President of Columbia University, became the first 
Supreme Commander of NATO, and somehow found time to pursue hobbies like golfing and oil painting. Eisenhower 
had an incredible ability to sustain his productivity not just for weeks or months, but for decades. And for that reason, it 
is no surprise that his methods for time management, task management, and productivity have beenstudied by 
many people.
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Questions:
1. Have you truly repented to God for the misuse of time?
2. Are you using your time the way God wants you to?
3. Do you make enough time each week to really Sabbath
unto the Lord?
4. Do you have a written plan/system that helps you with 
your time?
5. Have you truly feared the Lord in this area of your life?
6. Are you the wise man of the fool in this area of time?
7. What are you going to do?


